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- tho agcd man sahid. "lt took us1 

~y S‘VX ~~ 'OOLFORD ' . young oncs were fast losilig 
, Love ~f thc lznd still is an ' ' ' WOOLFORDS'TALES ' ' , t h c r  spots, =hey were pick!ng 
ingrained instinct in thc hu- up the grains of corn that Wil- 
man hcart. Since Columbus, back clown again. Alamb plaza wadid the river. .when I got lie scatters for them. . 
this fundamcnlal trait llas wasn't much, in thoso days. homc they had drcady arrived, Than it' was time to' go, A s  
slrapcd llislory 111 our hemis- (1884). ' after a 12-milo .walk. , the car. wound dong  tho nbnd 
phcrc; it has bcen thc leaven "T\w ycnrs Ia:tcr, tvlvllcn 1 
, \ \ -h id  has cxpsnded America. was. 9,. nly ~iioll~or.  dlcd. hIy lk&xmest . - ,Iwan .. 
Dcsl~lte our burbconing popu. yoangcst brol.llcr was about n "I got them away from thosc 
letion, ollr grcat citics wllich \veek old, F~itlrcr still owccl mcan.pcoplc. He was thc mean; 
sprcad like catsdaw .thifkcts. moncy a11 tllu placc, and hc cst:man in tlle world, I guess. the ere 

:over our soil, it still i$: therc: couldn4t kccp it nncl support all In fact, hc was so mean that tllcir s 
Whctllcr it bc the sprawling tho cl~iltlrcn. So 110 lost our later on, hc hung himself." t\vins 
cattle ranch of thc rich man, land. T\vo of us wcrc givcil to Thc house that Mr. .Ludolf loolied 
tllc WCC~-end "C r a S S b U l' r :L i~lall iind hi. wife whonl my Still ~ ~ V C S '  in is 75 years old. ing toward tile barn, .fo crmlc 

narrrs" of thc ciiy dwcllcr, or riltl~cr knew. I got n job worlc- i70r almost a ycar hc has hlS tracbr--and plant win. 
t h c loncly , A f f i e  a n .  'violet i l ~ g  ara~incl on tlle ncarby "batchcd," as 110 says; his wifc fcp in tilo lower field, And 
bloonling on an uban window- fmnls. M y  f:cthcr wvcnt to Lout. died last wintcp But his. thrcc b, the spring, =om? corn, 
sill in (I 10-ccnt pof sinnu wit11 $he other two, chil. children, who live on neighbor- All of his brothers and ~1s. ing ranches, llIm lob ol 0 1 1 ~  ' d a ~  last wcck I k'it bri drm. 

w~n~,s,\.cl,~ \,ill o v ~ v ~ o o ~ ~ l , g \  * T ~ E  pc~plc &ho had my ais. cookcd food. However, y o  are 
arc gone, except 

. the C;uadalupc river, with tcr a n d  brolhcr were mean to Straylnfi' from the S~W-the 
: ' m i n  Sisters. pc s in the .dis. th~m.: Oncc he,  made. thcm story of a boy who wantcd hls wh 
,: ta!lcc. I, sat  wit a; man .who s!lcll , corn; and because he land back, a ,boy determined to hospital, 9E 
:,truly the land; and his didn't -think. my '  sister was lreep his family 'together. He 
" story, coming from his aging worklng fast enough, he threw told' me: 

, :  . .  . 
,; ]ips, scorned a classic to me, an ear Of corn a t  her;.hit.her ' "So; 1. went &.work, 1 got 
'. almost the story of America. in the face. hlY brother told a job grubbing land. I 
.'. I had arrived carly on this that her face was. bloody owned was a. pair of pants ant1 

first fall day, khortly aftor. 8 all over* Hc didn't give them a shirk I worked for eight and 
.'o'clock, and a t  my call. bc- enough to MY sister said a 11alf months and ncvcr Oew 
...side tho front gate ,of  his ha would lcad them out to a cent, when 1 was tilroug,,, 
'. r a n c h h 0 me ,a'l\nybody the cotton field and put them tllo ma my eclrllingi .- 
" home?"-he ' came sl0\vly 10 lo work picking cotton, and for MI, eight and a half monti)s . c., use,  am woolror& . . . 
.:. the  door. (He is.rhc oldest man he 'go baclc to work: Eighty.fivo dollars in -- : 
,.' in that par( ~f the Hill house. She could himl gold. HQ told me to be mIgI1ty 

Country.) tllroueh the window,* eating of it, tllerd wcl.e '. hame is W. E. :~udolf S">sage' pcople who would take i t  away ' 

:; (his -friends . have always 
One day I decided get my from mc. But later on 1 loalled 

. him Willie), and he waS brother and sister away from, it to a fcllow; Be'novcr paid , 

'. born in a log cabin, a few these people. r walked 12 miles i t  bmlr And thU ws the h.rd. 
. . yards from his 'prcro;t. home to a littlc sbhool which they at- 

tended. I sent. word to them Ost I eve~"ostg . : - '.. 
':'On J a n  21, lrn' That makes that when they next .came "I .got to where I Could do 

83 years Of ue said: bere;. they were to hide in a. all kipds ?f farm' work, and I . .  'BXy f a t h c r ~ . c a n i d  froin 
:; oarlllnny up ; prc. cave an4 I would get them and was pretty good in Ule'efdar- 

this of bring them back to where I brakes with an ax. Then I 
,;;.Five c,,l,tlrcn wero,b~rl* to was staying. .When .I got to sold posts, and began to take E 

; . * ts. When I nine the school to 60 this, they werc .contracts to cut cedar. .i. 
.. years 01'1 my mother died." thcre;;s~' I went on to the 'When I got to where 1.had b 
'. The =dol north wind 'blew cave; But no ' One' was there a little money, I bought a pony 

across the crown of the hill; either. They had' not waited ,d a saddle and I began to., 
long cnough'for me and hzld trade cattle. And that was thc 

.I on' thc yard, where the tools of 1 

the tall sccdheads o! the grass 
:: wavcd and 'formed a .back-drop 
:'.for th,e old iron n~onslcrs that 

a had helped to keep this piecc 
- of God's carth for . Willic: 

Rcapers, thresllcrs, traction en- 
.gincs, well-drilling outfits and 
: buzz-saws rusted i ~ i  their last 
.., resting-place. 
:: , We thumbed thr~ugh the old 
..',family Bible to study the dates - of ' the Ludolf family-people. 
.; 'with,a record of more than. ,a 
;. hundred ycars 'in' land-free 
; Tcxas. One pag2 had births,.. 

one,fcaths-"died m the mory; 
i n ,  "died in the evening,, 
: "died a t  2 a. m. in the  morn- . . .. Ing." 

: First Trip ' .  
: "Whon I'was about 7 )lcaru 
: ~ l d  I madc my first trip to  

- 
his lpn>.. strugklg to hgd-~he l  I .- 

lnv-at refit now:. mute. 
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San Antonio wit11 my fathcr,"Ii 

most monoy I ever. Made. I t  
has taken me right a t  20 ycarkac. 
to get the old home-place back. 
It's as good as any place in 
the co~ntry." 
, As. the years wcnt by, and 
the family was brought 'back 
together, Willie Ludolf mar- 
ried, at 35 years of age. He 
began.adding tracts of land to 

Redbirds made a rod cmpet 
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j old pre-emptlon claim of 
: . father. Today, 1100 of his 

acres sprawl through the live- 

. : oak-studdcd p a s t u .r e s. This 
: 

land, his place, lies on all sides 
of the old homo that Willie 

. Ludolf worked so hard for, be- 
1 . cause "I, was always trying to 
1 keep the family together. 

1 Redbird Carpet 
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